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O
ver the past few years, The Univer-
sity of Texas at Dallas has expe-
rienced unprecedented growth 

to both its campus and in the services it 
provides. From our mall beautification, to 
the addition of environmentally friendly 
academic buildings and residence halls, 
to the creation of parking garages and 
transportation services —not to mention 
dining halls and expanded dining options— 
the transformation has been nothing 
short of remarkable. And yet, there is 
still a great deal more to do.

With this in mind, the Office of Administration recently restructured to 
concentrate our strengths and better focus our efforts, and became the 
Office of Facilities & Economic Development (F&ED).

We plan to continue providing the exceptional customer service that you’ve 
come to expect from us as we manage the daily operations of the University. 
Our office will still oversee construction, facilities, landscaping, custodial 
work, plumbing, electrical work, remodeling, maintenance, printing, mail 
delivery, vending machines, dining, parking, transportation services, 
contracts, sustainability efforts, the bookstore and the tech store.

In addition, we’ll be developing new economic opportunities for the Uni-
versity and this region, highlighting to potential partners how our intel-
lectual capital, world-class research, and global reach make UT Dallas a 
regional economic engine. Our successful partnerships with businesses 
such as Northside, and governments such as the City of Richardson are 
just the beginning.

Per the Master Plan, we will soon turn our attention towards building 
Northside Phase 3 and creating transit-oriented development in the 
land just north of there, next to the anticipated Cotton Belt rail line. 

With the fall opening of Engineering & Computer Science West (ECSW), 
the departments of Mechanical Engineering and Materials Science get 
to expand into new labs, classrooms, offices, the Market food venue, and 
plenty of study areas. Parking Lot I, near ECSW, now adds 119 spaces next 
to Parking Structure 4. We’ve also painted and re-striped all the parking 
lots on campus.

Currently on campus you can see the rise of our new Science Building in 
the land once occupied by the old “Art Barn”, while our art is now 
displayed in both a stunning new gallery space at Synergy Park North and 
on walls all over campus.

Finally, if you hadn’t yet heard the good news: UT Dallas has just become the 
latest and youngest institution in Texas to qualify for NRUF (National 
Research University Fund), an honor that brings with it a great deal of 
support for the University’s research efforts.

Excellence —that’s what we’re all about!

Dr. Calvin D. Jamison, 
Vice President for Facilities & Economic Development
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Chef Receives Culinary Honors

G
ene Christiano, senior executive chef 
with Dining Services, has been recog-
nized with regional and national chef 

awards this year. Chartwells, the Univer-
sity’s food services provider, named Chris-
tiano Chef of the Year for the mid-central 
region as well as the corporation’s National 
Chef of the Year. Chartwells serves more 
than 400 educational institutions.

Christiano also received the Chef of the Year 
award from the Texas Chefs Association, a 
chapter of the American Culinary Federa-
tion (ACF). He is currently preparing a menu 
to submit in the ACF’s regional competition.

“I’m incredibly thankful for the awards,” 
Christiano said. “To be recognized as chef of 
the year for Chartwells at the national level 
is a testament to the people I lead every day 
who make me look good. To be recognized 
at this level is an honor, and I’m incredibly 
humbled by it.” 

Christiano has been at UT Dallas for six 
years. He completed the culinary program 
at El Centro College in Dallas and an ap-
prenticeship with the ACF before working in 
the culinary industry for 17 years at Culi-
nair, ClubCorp and Central Market. 

“We are lucky to have a chef at UT Dallas 
with the culinary experience of chef Gene,” 
said Shannon Mariani, district manager 
for Chartwells. “He has a passion for food 
and for people that is unmatched. He truly 
loves what he does, and his passion comes 
through in each meal he prepares on cam-
pus. His ability to teach and share his knowl-
edge is done with a servant’s heart.”
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Welcome Gary Cocke

I
t wasn’t until he took an ecology class in the final semes-
ter of college that Gary Cocke realized what he wanted to 
do for a living. During a class backpacking trip to Colo-

rado, Cocke learned how to filter water and secure his own 
food. “I really had my eyes opened,” Cocke said. “I always 
liked to be outside but didn’t know I could make a career 
path out of it.” Cocke went on to earn a master’s degree in 
biology with a concentration in ecology and conservation 
from Texas Christian University, where he also worked in 
the aquatic ecology lab.

Now Cocke is bringing his love of the outdoors and his con-
cern for the environment to his new role as the associate 
director of energy conservation and sustainability at The 
University of Texas at Dallas. He replaced Thea Junt MS’16, 
MBA’16, who took a position with Children’s Medical Center.

Cocke was active in planning the University’s seventh annu-
al Earth Week activities last April. The festivities featured 
student- and community-focused green initiatives, including 
an Earth Fair, a service project to recycle used denim and 
installation of more bee hives on campus.

Cocke met Junt when both were members of the Texas 
Regional Alliance for Campus Sustainability (TRACS), a net-
work of faculty members, students and sustainability pro-
fessionals who implement sustainability solutions across 
campus operations and academics. “I’ve heard nothing but 
good things from Thea, and I am very interested in working 
out of Facilities Management. This is the place to be if you 
want to make buildings more efficient and make operations 
sustainable,” Cocke said.

He’s also impressed that faculty members chair the Univer-
sity’s Sustainability Committee, which participates in STARS 
(Sustainability Tracking, Assessment & Rating System), a 
self-reporting framework set up by the Association for the 
Advancement of Sustainability in Higher Education (AASHE). 
Cocke would like to see UT Dallas improve its current 
STARS Bronze rating. “I’ve no doubt this is a STARS Silver 
university. I think we’re set up to be successful according to 
national standards. If we follow AASHE’s best practices, it’ll 
happen. We can find things to implement to get us there,” 
Cocke said.

Rick Dempsey, associate vice president for facilities man-
agement, said Cocke is helping to take UT Dallas to the next 
level in sustainability initiatives. “We’re really excited to 
have an individual with Gary’s experience come on board. 
We look forward with great anticipation to noteworthy ac-
complishments in energy conservation and sustainability at 
UT Dallas over the next several years,” Dempsey said.

Engineering & Computer Science West 
(ECSW)

The new Engineering & Computer Science West (ECSW) 
building stands on the land once occupied by the Alexander 
Clark Center. In addition to housing a 300-seat auditorium 
named in honor of Dr. Alexander Clark, this 200,000 sq.ft. 
structure contains classrooms, labs, faculty offices, stu-
dent workspaces, and a food retail location. It will primarily 
house our University’s Mechanical Engineering Department.

Callier Center Dallas Lots

The parking lots outside of Callier Center Dallas were 
repaved and restriped, making it easier to identify spaces, 
and to get in and out of the area.

Over the summer, all the parking lots in our main campus 
were refreshed.

Northside at UT Dallas, 
Phase 2

Northside’s second phase features a number of amenities, 
including a swimming pool, lounge chairs, hammocks, a 
beach volleyball court, outdoor gas grills, a fire ring, ping-
pong tables, foosball, a media room, a conference room and 
billiards. These additions to the Northside buildings expand 
available living spaces near campus by 900 beds in 276 units.

Park Assist System

Parking & Transportation Services recently completed instal-
lation of its Park Assist system in Parking Structures 1, 3 and 
4. Ceiling sensors relay information on the number of parking 
spaces available based on the color of one’s parking permit, 
saving drivers time and effort when they arrive on campus.
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Science Building

A camera drone captured this view of the construction site 
for the new Science Building, which is slated for completion 
in the spring of 2020. In addition to providing space for the 
Departments of Physics and of Mathematical Sciences, the 
175,000-square-foot, multi-story building will offer class-
rooms, laboratories, offices and support space.

Transit Center

In the spring of 2018, the transit center, located near the 
Visitor Center & University Bookstore off the campus 
roundabout, became the best location to catch Comet 
Cruiser Route 883 on campus to destinations in and around 
the Richardson/Plano area. Route 883 delivers students to 
the campus of The University of Texas at Dallas, from where 
they can walk or catch a Comet Cab to a variety of destina-
tions throughout campus.

Boundary Layer and Subsonic Tunnel 
(BLAST)

Construction of a new wind tunnel at the Waterview Science 
& Technology Center (WSTC) got underway last February 
and was recently unveiled. Named the Boundary Layer and 
Subsonic Tunnel (BLAST), this powerful new tool will impact 
everything from student research to local industry. Winds 
inside the test section can reach 115 mph, similar to that of 
a Category 3 hurricane or an EF2 tornado.

Senior point guard Caleb Banks (5) shoots a free throw 
in the second game of the doubleheader on Community 
Appreciation Day at UT Dallas. The men’s team also won 
their match against East Texas Baptist University, 86-82, 
in its regular season finale.

Senior point guard Alyssa Crockett dribbles down the lane 
in the women’s match. Close to 700 spectators watched 
the competition as part of Community Appreciation Day, 
an event sponsored by the Office of Facilities & Economic 
Development in partnership with the city of Richardson 
and members of neighboring homeowners’ associations.

UT Dallas leaders show members of neighboring home-
owners’ associations in the audience the proper way to 
do the Comet Whoosh! From left: Vice President for 
Facilities & Economic Development Calvin D. Jamison, 
Vice President for Public Affairs Amanda Rockow, her 
8-year-old daughter Sage, Richardson Mayor Paul 
Voelker and University President Richard Benson.

Welcome Our New Employees!

Facilities Management

 ∙ Gary Cocke
 ∙ Hahn Hua
 ∙ J. Prado Bautista
 ∙ Martha Mancera
 ∙ Patrick Lemoine

 ∙ Alejandro Melendez 
Navarrete

 ∙ Brady Lundberg
 ∙ Crescentia Trisna
 ∙ Donna Lane
 ∙ John Maher

Auxiliary Services

 ∙ Betsy Castro Soto
 ∙ Blanca Rodriguez
 ∙ Daniel Nunez 

Delgado
 ∙ Dustin Encizo
 ∙ Edward Turner

Richardson Chamber EDGE Award

The Richardson Chamber of Commerce once again rec-
ognized UT Dallas with its EDGE (Economic Development, 
Growth & Expansion) Award, this time for our environmen-
tal efforts. From left: Accepting the award are Raul Hino-
josa (Community Engagement), Jeremy Head (UT System), 
Naomi Emmett (Fiscal Officer), Kelly Kinnard (Facilities 
Management), William Hefley (School of Management), 
Amanda Rockow (Public Affairs), Rick Dempsey (Facilities 
Management), Calvin Jamison (Facilities & Economic Devel-
opment), Doug Tomlinson (Facilities Management) and Inga 
Musselman (Provost).
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Recyclemania

The University of Texas at Dallas participates in the Recy-
cleMania Tournament every year from January through April. 
This is a great opportunity to track our recyclables and see 
where the University ranks in comparison to others. This 
year’s figures are in, and UT Dallas finished 12th in the 
nation among 153 reporting universities in the Waste Mini-
mization category. The UTD community can be proud of our 
environmental stewardship through resource conservation.

UT Dallas Day @ The Practice Tee

UT Dallas Day @ The Practice Tee is a free event held in the 
run-up to the annual scholarship golf tournament. Students, 
faculty, staff and guests get to try their hands at golf, and 
get enthusiastic about participating in the tournament. The 
driving range is the most popular area of the Practice Tee, 
which also features putting greens and a short course.

Welcome Week

Instaframe: Students pose with Dr. Jamison, vice president 
for facilities & economic development, on the fall semes-
ter’s second day of school. Our office set up several booths 
at locations all over campus to help welcome both new 
and returning students to UT Dallas. Members of Student 
Affairs, including Senior Director of Student Affairs Market-
ing Jenni Huffenberger, hosted booths as part of the Week 
of Welcome to greet students and let them know about a 
number of activities planned to celebrate the start of the 
academic year.

National Kick Butts Day

As part of National Kick Butts Day at UT Dallas, students 
signed a banner, near the Student Union, pledging to help 
create the first generation of tobacco-free citizens.

Community Appreciation Day

S
howing its neighborly side, The University of Texas at 
Dallas hosted Community Appreciation Day, an annu-
al celebration with the homeowners who live around 

campus. The Office of Facilities & Economic Development, 
the Athletics Department and the City of Richardson collab-
orate each year to host a day when our neighbors come onto 
campus and watch the women’s basketball team compete, 
then enjoy halftime activities and refreshments before the 
men’s basketball game begins. Each homeowners’ asso-
ciation also receives a plaque from UT Dallas recognizing 
the special relationship between our campus and the 
wider community.
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Vice President for Facilities & Economic Development 
Calvin Jamison and Professor Emeritus Austin Cunningham 
are joined by project coordinator Marlene Campos in 
cutting the cake to celebrate the 25th Annual Scholarship 
Golf Tournament. The two have worked together since 
2009 to sponsor and put on the golf tournament, which 
raises money for three endowments: the Academic 
Bridge Program; the Patti Henry-Pinch Undergraduate 
and the Betty & Gifford Johnson Graduate scholarships.

A team featuring Ted Benavides displays trophies received 
for their golfing prowess during the 25th Annual Scholar-
ship Golf Tournament. Dr. Jamison (right) celebrates their 
achievement with (from left) Roger Williams, Ted Benavides, 
Hector James, Joe Rushing and Ron Adams. Absent: Aretha 
R. Ferrell-Benavides.

After tournament play, golfers retreated to the Pavilion for 
dinner and drinks followed by a live auction of some won-
derful items, including three-night stays in luxury hotels, 
tickets for flights anywhere within the continental United 
States, tickets to ballgames, a deep-sea fishing package, 
free car rental and, of course, a wide assortment of golf gear.

A check is presented to representatives of the scholarships 
funded by an endowment set up by Graduate Studies and 
the Office of Facilities & Economic Development in support of 
UT Dallas students. From left: George Fair (Academic Bridge 
Program), Jessica C. Murphy (Undergraduate Education), 
Richard Benson (University President), Varghese S. Jacob 
(Graduate Education) and Calvin Jamison (Facilities & 
Economic Development) are all smiles. The endowment that 
funds the Patti Henry-Pinch Undergraduate Scholarship, 
the Betty & Gifford Johnson Graduate Scholarship and 
the Academic Bridge Program Scholarship currently 
has over $680,000 in book value and almost $800,000 in 
market value.

Scholarship Golf Tournament

T
he Annual Scholarship Golf Tournament celebrated 
its 25th anniversary at Firewheel Golf Park in Garland, 
raising $62,175.32 to fund endowments benefiting UT 

Dallas students through three scholarships: the Patti Hen-
ry-Pinch Undergraduate Scholarship, the Betty & Gifford 
Johnson Graduate Scholarship and the Academic Bridge 
Program Scholarship.

Over its history, the tournament has generated an endow-
ment which is now valued at over $800,000. This year, Calvin 
Jamison, Ed. D., vice president for Facilities & Economic 
Development, presented a check in the amount of $96,000 
to the beneficiaries.

Sponsored each year since 2009 by the Office of Facilities & 
Economic Development, formerly Administration, in col-
laboration with Professor Emeritus Austin Cunningham, 
the tournament offers a full day of friendly competition on 
two 18-hole courses: The Old Course and the slightly more 
challenging Lakes Course.

As a competition, trophies were awarded for the top two 
teams in three flights of golf. In addition, prizes were given 
for “Closest to the Pin,” men’s longest drive and women’s 
longest drive. 

Following tournament play, golfers and donors gathered in 
the pavilion for dinner, a live auction and awards ceremony. 
It’s safe to say a great time was had by all in the effort to 
help UT Dallas’ awesome students!
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A camera drone captured this view of the construction site 
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in the spring of 2020. In addition to providing space for the 
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Welcome Gary Cocke

I
t wasn’t until he took an ecology class in the final semes-
ter of college that Gary Cocke realized what he wanted to 
do for a living. During a class backpacking trip to Colo-

rado, Cocke learned how to filter water and secure his own 
food. “I really had my eyes opened,” Cocke said. “I always 
liked to be outside but didn’t know I could make a career 
path out of it.” Cocke went on to earn a master’s degree in 
biology with a concentration in ecology and conservation 
from Texas Christian University, where he also worked in 
the aquatic ecology lab.

Now Cocke is bringing his love of the outdoors and his con-
cern for the environment to his new role as the associate 
director of energy conservation and sustainability at The 
University of Texas at Dallas. He replaced Thea Junt MS’16, 
MBA’16, who took a position with Children’s Medical Center.

Cocke was active in planning the University’s seventh annu-
al Earth Week activities last April. The festivities featured 
student- and community-focused green initiatives, including 
an Earth Fair, a service project to recycle used denim and 
installation of more bee hives on campus.

Cocke met Junt when both were members of the Texas 
Regional Alliance for Campus Sustainability (TRACS), a net-
work of faculty members, students and sustainability pro-
fessionals who implement sustainability solutions across 
campus operations and academics. “I’ve heard nothing but 
good things from Thea, and I am very interested in working 
out of Facilities Management. This is the place to be if you 
want to make buildings more efficient and make operations 
sustainable,” Cocke said.

He’s also impressed that faculty members chair the Univer-
sity’s Sustainability Committee, which participates in STARS 
(Sustainability Tracking, Assessment & Rating System), a 
self-reporting framework set up by the Association for the 
Advancement of Sustainability in Higher Education (AASHE). 
Cocke would like to see UT Dallas improve its current 
STARS Bronze rating. “I’ve no doubt this is a STARS Silver 
university. I think we’re set up to be successful according to 
national standards. If we follow AASHE’s best practices, it’ll 
happen. We can find things to implement to get us there,” 
Cocke said.

Rick Dempsey, associate vice president for facilities man-
agement, said Cocke is helping to take UT Dallas to the next 
level in sustainability initiatives. “We’re really excited to 
have an individual with Gary’s experience come on board. 
We look forward with great anticipation to noteworthy ac-
complishments in energy conservation and sustainability at 
UT Dallas over the next several years,” Dempsey said.

Engineering & Computer Science West 
(ECSW)

The new Engineering & Computer Science West (ECSW) 
building stands on the land once occupied by the Alexander 
Clark Center. In addition to housing a 300-seat auditorium 
named in honor of Dr. Alexander Clark, this 200,000 sq.ft. 
structure contains classrooms, labs, faculty offices, stu-
dent workspaces, and a food retail location. It will primarily 
house our University’s Mechanical Engineering Department.

Callier Center Dallas Lots

The parking lots outside of Callier Center Dallas were 
repaved and restriped, making it easier to identify spaces, 
and to get in and out of the area.

Over the summer, all the parking lots in our main campus 
were refreshed.

Northside at UT Dallas, 
Phase 2

Northside’s second phase features a number of amenities, 
including a swimming pool, lounge chairs, hammocks, a 
beach volleyball court, outdoor gas grills, a fire ring, ping-
pong tables, foosball, a media room, a conference room and 
billiards. These additions to the Northside buildings expand 
available living spaces near campus by 900 beds in 276 units.

Park Assist System

Parking & Transportation Services recently completed instal-
lation of its Park Assist system in Parking Structures 1, 3 and 
4. Ceiling sensors relay information on the number of parking 
spaces available based on the color of one’s parking permit, 
saving drivers time and effort when they arrive on campus.
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O
ver the past few years, The Univer-
sity of Texas at Dallas has expe-
rienced unprecedented growth 

to both its campus and in the services it 
provides. From our mall beautification, to 
the addition of environmentally friendly 
academic buildings and residence halls, 
to the creation of parking garages and 
transportation services —not to mention 
dining halls and expanded dining options— 
the transformation has been nothing 
short of remarkable. And yet, there is 
still a great deal more to do.

With this in mind, the Office of Administration recently restructured to 
concentrate our strengths and better focus our efforts, and became the 
Office of Facilities & Economic Development (F&ED).

We plan to continue providing the exceptional customer service that you’ve 
come to expect from us as we manage the daily operations of the University. 
Our office will still oversee construction, facilities, landscaping, custodial 
work, plumbing, electrical work, remodeling, maintenance, printing, mail 
delivery, vending machines, dining, parking, transportation services, 
contracts, sustainability efforts, the bookstore and the tech store.

In addition, we’ll be developing new economic opportunities for the Uni-
versity and this region, highlighting to potential partners how our intel-
lectual capital, world-class research, and global reach make UT Dallas a 
regional economic engine. Our successful partnerships with businesses 
such as Northside, and governments such as the City of Richardson are 
just the beginning.

Per the Master Plan, we will soon turn our attention towards building 
Northside Phase 3 and creating transit-oriented development in the 
land just north of there, next to the anticipated Cotton Belt rail line. 

With the fall opening of Engineering & Computer Science West (ECSW), 
the departments of Mechanical Engineering and Materials Science get 
to expand into new labs, classrooms, offices, the Market food venue, and 
plenty of study areas. Parking Lot I, near ECSW, now adds 119 spaces next 
to Parking Structure 4. We’ve also painted and re-striped all the parking 
lots on campus.

Currently on campus you can see the rise of our new Science Building in 
the land once occupied by the old “Art Barn”, while our art is now 
displayed in both a stunning new gallery space at Synergy Park North and 
on walls all over campus.

Finally, if you hadn’t yet heard the good news: UT Dallas has just become the 
latest and youngest institution in Texas to qualify for NRUF (National 
Research University Fund), an honor that brings with it a great deal of 
support for the University’s research efforts.

Excellence —that’s what we’re all about!

Dr. Calvin D. Jamison, 
Vice President for Facilities & Economic Development
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Chef Receives Culinary Honors

G
ene Christiano, senior executive chef 
with Dining Services, has been recog-
nized with regional and national chef 

awards this year. Chartwells, the Univer-
sity’s food services provider, named Chris-
tiano Chef of the Year for the mid-central 
region as well as the corporation’s National 
Chef of the Year. Chartwells serves more 
than 400 educational institutions.

Christiano also received the Chef of the Year 
award from the Texas Chefs Association, a 
chapter of the American Culinary Federa-
tion (ACF). He is currently preparing a menu 
to submit in the ACF’s regional competition.

“I’m incredibly thankful for the awards,” 
Christiano said. “To be recognized as chef of 
the year for Chartwells at the national level 
is a testament to the people I lead every day 
who make me look good. To be recognized 
at this level is an honor, and I’m incredibly 
humbled by it.” 

Christiano has been at UT Dallas for six 
years. He completed the culinary program 
at El Centro College in Dallas and an ap-
prenticeship with the ACF before working in 
the culinary industry for 17 years at Culi-
nair, ClubCorp and Central Market. 

“We are lucky to have a chef at UT Dallas 
with the culinary experience of chef Gene,” 
said Shannon Mariani, district manager 
for Chartwells. “He has a passion for food 
and for people that is unmatched. He truly 
loves what he does, and his passion comes 
through in each meal he prepares on cam-
pus. His ability to teach and share his knowl-
edge is done with a servant’s heart.”
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